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commit delinquent acts at a later age. They discovered that minor problems in behaviour leading to delinquency often begin at a very young age.
In recent years, juvenile justice in the USA has adopted a new approach in an attempt to understand the causes of delinquency and work towards its prevention. It is considered that if a child possesses certain risk factors, these factors will increase his/her chances of becoming a delinquent.
A risk assessment may aid to determine the type of intervention that will best suit the child's needs and decrease the risk of him/her breaking the law (Farrington 2000) .
Next we present a list of risk factors based on the work of Loeber and Farrington (2001) . The Childhood Risk Factors for Child Delinquency and Later Juvenile Offending are divided into four categories of factors. First, there are the individual factors which are considered to be the early indicators of antisocial behaviour, emotional factors such as: high behavioural activation and low behavioural inhibition, poor cognitive development, low intelligence and hyperactivity. Second, there are the family factors involving parenting, maltreatment, family violence, divorce, parental psychopathology, family antisocial behaviours, teenage parenthood, family structure, large family size. Third, peer factors associated with violent peers and peer rejection. The fourth category is that of the school and community factors, which are: the failure to bond with school, poor academic performance, low academic aspiration, living in a poor family, neighbourhood disadvantage, disorganized neighbourhoods, concentration of delinquent peer groups and access to weapons. McCord et al. (2001) consider that risk factors can be divided into three categories: individual (such as prenatal and perinatal factors; psychological, behavioural and mental characteristics), social (such as family structure; peer influences) and community (such as school policies; neighbourhood). A complete review of the risk factors is made by McCord et al. (2001) . Herrenkohl et al. (2000) noticed that a ten year old child that is exposed to six or more risk factors is ten times more likely to commit a violent act by the age of eighteen than a ten year old child exposed to only one risk factor.
Although researchers use risk factors to detect the likelihood of later delinquency, many children with multiple risk factors never commit delinquent or violent acts. The risk factor may increase the probability of breaking the law, but it does not make it a certainty (Shader 2003) .
We consider that an important risk factor is represented by the family environment. Our research points to the fact that the juvenile delinquency is the consequence of: the lack of moral support from the children's parents; the lack of protection and care; the failure of the moral education received by the child.
The deficient family environment (a family that offers no support to the children, with a conflictual environment or parents with behavioural problems) affects the change of the family roles and of the relationships between its members. Ultimately, it affects the functioning of the family and leads to deficiencies in the socialization of children. The occurrence of negative behaviours in the case of the children is the result of the family's inability to provide education, monitoring and parental control, the lack of authority or excessive authority, the insufficient knowing of the children's entourage (group of friends), emotional frustration, inconsistency in the application of rewards and punishments.
Because parents or teachers sometimes ignore nonconformist attitudes or undesirable behaviours are considered minor, as a result of the lack of positive control measures of behaviour, in time, deviant or delinquent stable behavioural schemes are formed. Their appearance and manifestation is a consequence of the failure of socialization and of insufficient social control in family and school.
According to Shader (2003) researchers believe that family is also a protective factor. For example, poverty is often seen as a risk factor, but the presence of supportive, involved parents may mediate the negative influence of poverty to lessen a child's chance of becoming delinquent.
There are situations when nonconformist behaviour, in the absence of adequate social control exercised by individuals invested with authority over the child, may develop into an immoral deviant or delinquent behaviour, which violates the moral and legal standards in Romania.
'Immoral conduct' involves a deliberate action, the intentional violation of the social rules, anticipating the immediate and future results of one's actions. They can be the result of deprivation (physical, psychological, educational) or unfavourable educational and social influences (excessive or insufficient authority, lack of supervision and control, negative models).
Immoral conduct leads to conflicts with other people and eventually with the low. As these conflicts get stronger and more prolonged, there is a risk of frustration, anxiety and the formation of an immature and unstable personality, emotionally labile and vulnerable. The outcome is the emergence of behavioural disorders with varying degrees of severity (Verza 1993: 116-119) . Deviant or delinquent behaviour occurs as a result of negative socialization because of the negative models associated with the individual's desire to be accepted, at any cost in the group with whose subculture she/he identifies herself/himself. The risk of identification with such models becomes even greater for those children that do not have desirable behaviour role-models during their development.
Starting from the idea of negative socialization and negative learning, Cohen considers delinquency as an attribute of certain subcultures that bring together individuals who are unable to access social values (Cohen 1986 ).
Deviance, and delinquency as an aggravating form of deviance, is characterized by the inability of the individual to adapt to social and legal norms. From the social point of view deviance is an action that goes beyond the institutional boundaries of acceptable tolerance. From a legal perspective, the deviant behaviour is considered to be delinquent behaviour when it violates the law. Behavioural manifestations fall under the category of crime when the behaviour represents a social threat.
The concept of deviance appeared when American sociologist Sellin (1938 ( apud Dragomirescu 1976 attempted to define the genesis of social crime. He formulated the first definitions of the deviant behaviour. After Sellin deviance is a set of behaviours that are in contradiction with the written and the unwritten rules of society or are against the institutional order. In a broader sense deviance signifies the deviation from a given set of social rules (Rădulescu 1998: 17) .
Deviant behaviour is defined as the kind of behaviour that deflects and violates the rules, the principles, the behavioural models and the values that are characteristic to the society (Batâr 2003) .
Deviance is the violation of social norms and rules. The term 'deviance' covers a much wider area than crime or delinquency (called 'criminal deviance') because it includes the violations of criminal law, all the deviations from socially acceptable and desirable behaviour (Rădulescu 1994 ).
Among the forms of social deviance there is also the delinquency (or crime) that affects the most important values and social relations protected by legal rules. This represents all deeds that violate the criminal laws, and require the use of negative sanctions, organized by specialized agents of social control (police, justice, and so on). Although delinquency is a juridical phenomenon, governed by the rules of criminal law, it is primarily a social phenomenon, with negative and destructive consequences for the security of individuals and groups.
Juvenile delinquency 'includes all acts and deeds with criminal character committed by young people before reaching the age of criminal majority' (Banciu 2000: 211) and occurs as a result of lack of responsibility in family and school (Rădulescu 1990 ).
Article 113 of the Romanian Criminal Code states that a minor who has not reached the age of 14 years old is not criminally liable. Any minor who is aged between 14 and 16 years old is not criminally liable unless it is proven that the offender is with discernment and with clear intention to harm. According to the law a minor who has turned 16 is criminally liable.
The risk factors for the occurrence of behavioural disorders may be: a) Unbalances in the family (separated families, alcohol abuse, aggressiveness, neglect, poverty, lack of education, overprotective parents or parents that are indifferent towards their children, negative parental models); b) Teachers that guide themselves strictly by the curriculum, without targeting the continuity in the process of socialization of children, or discrimination based on social status of the children;
c) The neighbourhood subculture can adversely affect a child's education, especially when she/he is neglected by family and school. In this situation the child will seek those who will accept him/her and she/he will find shelter among these groups where s/he is accepted (Dublea et al. 2005) .
Therefore, the main perception of the target group of this study is that children who have committed crimes, but are not criminally responsible, are primarily troubled children and young people, not criminals with established behaviour. Consequently, the social and educational systems and not the justice system should bear the responsibility for this target group. From this perspective it is important that social, educational and therapeutic activities focus on the various individual problems of each child and family (Bendit 2010: 6) .
Romanian law has a special chapter on the protection of the child who has committed a criminal act and is not criminally liable. According to the Romanian law, in cases of the children who commit criminal deeds it is necessary to adopt a special measure of protection (specialized supervision or placement). The authorities that are responsible for the establishment of According to the Article 40 (1), children in conflict with the law are entitled to treatment according to the sense of personal dignity and values, which should reinforce the child's respect for the human rights and the fundamental freedoms of others. It should also take into consideration the child's age and the need to facilitate his integration into the society and the need to assume a constructive role in society.
Children have the right to be treated in a manner appropriate to their age and their degree of maturity. They are entitled to a procedure which respects their right to privacy, the right to be heard and to understand procedures that they are entitled to in respect of their interests throughout the process. Where possible, international standards require protecting children from the negative effects of procedures and stipulates that any treatment applied should be proportionate to the circumstances and the offence committed. Also be taken into consideration is he need to promote the well-being and continuous education of children, and the need for them to play a constructive role in the society (Bendit 2010: 30-31) .
Statistics on juvenile delinquency
Regarding juvenile delinquency, significant changes have taken place; an increasing number of children are now involved in crimes and other violent The distribution by gender of child victims was: 163 girls (88%) and 23 boys (12%). In comparison to the previous years, the 14-17 years age group remains the main group from which the children were trafficked -175 children (94%) (Bendit 2010: 28) .
Sexual exploitation remains the main purpose of child trafficking, both in the country and abroad:
-138 children (74%) -for sexual exploitation,
-48 children (26%) -to work in agriculture, begging, criminal deeds.
The main countries of destination for external trafficking remained
Italy and Spain and, to a lesser extent, Greece, UK, Germany, France, Netherlands, Belgium, Czech Republic (Bendit 2010: 28) .
The situation of children involved in drug offences has gotten worst.
In the last few years, Romania has become a transit country for drugs, one where drugs are sold and consumed. The number of drug users younger than 18 years has increased in parallel with the decrease of the consumers` age (up to 13-14 years old). Studies conducted by Save the Children Organization showed that nearly 10% of high school students said they had used drugs at least once (Bendit 2010: 29) .
The 
Screening -the early detection of delinquency risk
Researchers believe that inadequate parental guidance and supervision is the starting point for aggressive or antisocial behaviour (Patterson et al. 1991 If the child commits anti-social deeds at a young age, the risk of escalation and consolidation of this behaviour is higher. Patterson et al. (1991) refer to this situation as the development of anti-social behaviour with an early start (early-starters).
There has been identified another group of children who do not show anti-social behaviour through adolescence. These are children with a later onset of anti-social behaviour ('late onset'). The two models were analyzed in long-term studies in several countries and have already been confirmed and accepted. Children with early onset need special support from the persons responsible for them (parents and extended family) and from the state institutions. If these children do not receive appropriate external support in order to learn positive alternative behaviour, problems persist.
It was found that most of the children who commit criminal deeds are boys. Girls represent a small percentage, so preventive measures should be targeted mainly at boys. We noticed that the delinquent children are usually strongly influenced by family (parents) and school (teachers). The nature of this influence depends on the cultural differences between nations and the research showed that it is more important in southern Europe than in the north. The importance of the family decreases as the child grows older and the influence of friends increases. As a result, for the children, the family has a very important role in preventing behaviours that degenerate into criminal behaviour (Bendit 2010: 44) . A screening tool of the risks of becoming an 'early starter' is The
Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire. The questionnaire is part of the tools used in a program implemented in Hamburg, Germany, for children in risk situations which targets groups of children between 4-17 years old. The information from the questionnaire can be provided for parents or teachers that are in daily contact with the children This tool is intended to clarify, in a first rough assessment (a so-called 'screening') if it is a case where the child is about to become an 'early starter' (children with early onset delinquent behaviour) or not. If the conclusion is affirmative then the child must be investigated in detail using the form that identifies the risk of building or escalating aggressive or anti-social behaviour.
The early detection of delinquency risk at pupils from the city of Sibiu
The research that we present in this study is a result of an experience The classrooms included in our study were those that teachers agreed should participate in the research.
The aim of the study was to identify from the population of pupils from the city of Sibiu the population of pupils that shows that kind of behaviours that could include them in the 'early starter' category. From the 308 pupils that were included in our study, 38 pupils were identified with risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour (23 boys and 15 girls) and 29 pupils at the limit of anti-social behaviour (17 boys and 12 girls). Of the 38 pupils that were identified with the risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour we encountered deviant behaviour such as theft and violence, or in some cases both of them. Of the pupils at limit of anti-social behaviour it was noticed that their behaviours had a negative effect on the general atmosphere of the class.
We can observe from our study that most of the children who present the risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour and most of the children at the limit of anti-social behaviour are boys. We can conclude than our research shows the same results as other research conducted in the Europe, Of the 38 pupils with risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour, using the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire, we tried to identify the difficulties in the areas of concentration, behaviour and relationships. The results were: 14 cases of minor difficulties, 21 cases of obvious difficulties and 3 cases of major difficulties. We can notice that 63% of the pupils with risk of an early onset of antisocial behaviour have obvious and major difficulties in the areas of concentration, behaviour and relationships, as resulted from the answers provided by the teachers who completed the questioners. Regarding period of time these problems started to occur, for 33 pupils this took place over a period of 1 year and for 5pupils over a period between 6 to 12 months. From this study we noticed that 87% of the children with risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour the concentration, behaviour and relationships problems were present for over 1 year. When we studied the details regarding the characteristics of the difficulties that children at risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour and children at the limit of anti-social behaviour have in the areas of concentration, behaviour and relationships, we obtained the following results.
Of the extent to which these difficulties influenced the child's affectivity in the sense of a sad mood from the total of 38 pupils that present the risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour, 6 children were not affected in any way, 13 children were less affected were, 14 children were affected in a high degree and 3 children were affected in a very high degree. We can notice that 76% of the pupils investigated are affected by the concentration, behaviour and relationships problems that they have at school, in the sense that they have a sad mood. Regarding the relationships with their peers, they were negatively affected as follows: less affected in 13 cases, affected in high degree in 22
cases and affected in a very high degree in 3 cases. Analyzing the figure above, we can notice that at 66% of the pupils had negative relationships with their peers. We analyzed the extent to which the pupil's difficulties are affecting pupils themselves in the learning process. The results showed the learning process was less affected for 9
children, affected to a high degree for 24 children and affected in a very high degree 5 of the children. Next we analyzed the extent to which the pupil's difficulties are affecting the entire class learning process. The results showed the entire class' learning process was affected as follows: not affected in 2 cases, less affected in 12 cases, affected in high degree in 22 cases and highly affected in 2 cases. We can notice that the pupil's difficulties are affecting to a high degree both the pupils themselves and the learning process and the entire class in the learning process. Regarding deviant behaviour of the pupils that presented risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour, 12 pupils stole from home or school, 14 pupils have shown violent behaviour towards other children, and both types of behaviour were present in 10 pupils. We can notice that from the 38 pupils that presented risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour, 36 (94.7%) of them manifested delinquent behaviour (theft, violence or both). From the 308 pupils that were included in our study, 38 pupils were identified with risk of an early onset of antisocial behaviour and 29 pupils at the limit of anti-social behaviour emphasizing that many children are subject to protective influences. The protective influence may come from their families or even from the teachers.
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This means that only a small number of the children that are in a risk of becoming delinquents develop in such a manner. Children with risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour need special support from their families, the school and other institutions in order to learn positive alternatives to their behaviour.
Conclusions
Generally, children commit crimes that are not very serious. As the age decreases, the criminal deeds that children commit are less serious. As it was shown in the theoretical part of this paper, as they grow older, the seriousness of their deeds increases, so it is very important to pay special attention to these behaviours, to not permit them escalate into something more serious.
The main conclusion that we can draw is that from a population of 308 pupils, 38 pupils were identified with risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour and 29 pupils at the limit of anti-social behaviour, representing 32% of the total of the population. 63% of the pupils with risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour have difficulties in the areas of concentration, behaviour and relationships problems that are present for over 1 year. Also for 66% of the pupils the relationship with their peers is negatively affected in a high degree and in a very high degree by the concentration, behaviour and relationships problems that they have.
Another important conclusion is that from the 38 pupils identified with the risk of an early onset of anti-social behaviour, 36 of them manifested delinquent behaviour (theft, violence or both). The delinquency brought to surface the acute need for education both in the family and in school. Parents and teachers can notice bad nonconformist attitudes or undesirable behaviours. If this behaviour is considered to be minor, as a result of the lack control measures, in time, the behaviour may develop into a deviance or delinquency. We consider that juvenile delinquency is a consequence of the failure of socialization and of insufficient social control in family and school. 
